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List of Abbreviations

AASOR: The Annual of the Anerican Schools of Oriental
Regearch .

ADAJ: Annual of the Department of Antiquities of Jordan,
BASOR: Bulletin of +the American Schoolgs of Oriental Regearc
€ s By Eneyclopedia Britannica .

QRAP: The Qugrterly of the Departmentof Antiquities in Pal
Yl 0dn 500, e adbaadl lan W36
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Ayyubid-Mamluk Pottery in Belad gsh~Sham

567-923 / 1171-i517 4D

This work is submittzd¢ to the University of Jordan,Facul-
ty of irts as rartial fulfillment of the requirements for the
l.fie depree,

This thesis is dedicated to thie study of plain, raintecdc,

glazed and lustre golden warz, initially dated to 1i71-1517 4L,

Most of the pottery groups which have boen discussod "
were not stra~tigraphicaly discovered; therefore they cannot be
dated unless they are Comparcce with parallcels stratigra-plicaly
kndwn, and accompaniecd with otber contexts which help in dating,

such as documents, inscriptions cr coins.

Howcver, thoere were various techuniques of fottery making
in Belad oshe Sham. Some of the pottery sroups were roughly maae
and plain gurfaced, others woroe gainted, glazed and lustrod. That

variation is due to the political and ccomomical conditions of

thiat poeriod,

Belad csli-Sham was confrontcod w-ith serious wars which
were wagped by the Franks and the hongols. These Concitions lcd to
that Variation in production, boecausc in peacce man usually does

his best to beamtify bis products, but in war, he only sceks to

0]
i

grovide himself with the necessarices of life, and c¢oes not pay
mach attention to any kind of art. we are aole to find twoe kiuds
of pottery. The first which is cclored, gzlazed, and particularly
lustrod, was more characteriskic of the peaceful period and #ng
uscd insteasc of the golden anc silver pots. The seccond, which

i5 rougb and plain was more characteristic of timges of war and

unraest.
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Those ducorated pottery ,.roups were widely distributed in
the world of Islam, such as B,ypt, Iran, Iraq and sSelad esh-5ham.
That is due to many reasons,. mainly political, Moslem EOVOrnors
usually encourajzed the artists to use any art motifs used in tho
other Islamic countrics.. The cther cauwse for distritution of the
art clowents was economical.. The morchants used te travel from
#lace to place io the Islamic world without bindvance. and as

we know art elements follow the trading routos.

Morecover, in war times, all skills usced to emigrate from
toeir Country cs we saw in the casc of the Byyption artiet, who
escapged to Belad gsli-Sham anud Irag as a result of the decicine of
tue Fatimius on the hands of thoe Gyyubids. That led tlhie art of
that period to be mixed, the E,.yotian aud the Syrias on the onc
band, and Syrian and Iraqi on the other, bccause many of the
Jdragi pottors escaped to Syrin aad Dgypt when the Mongols iuvad-
ed their Couniry! Consequently, Iraqi clesents of the 14th and
it cunturics can wve found in Lamaccus, Loms, ..ema, Lesian and

garticularly din Llep,o.

What helped the art clemente to move from place to anath-—

er, 1is the c¢asiuces of carrying the pots from once Country to.

brary of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit

another, besides, the esscountiel mntcecrisl, that is to Gay the clay

which is needed to make wares is siwilar every where.So it ic not —

casy Tte assisn the pot to its ori.iual Country.

a

Nincty nince different tygoes have been fijure~d out in this
ruscurch =2s a result of my owa Ssurvey on the ayyubid-kanluXk
pottery from the followin, muscums; Jorceanian wrchasoclogical
huscum ; Jamascus National kuceum; The wrchacclopical kuseum in

Llcpso, Mucoum of rama., This study covers the intact, sewi

All Rights Reserved -

intact and fragmente dn ordoer to give a coti.lete gicture on
this marurial, and tries to courrelate between the intact anc
tiae semi intact vojecte on ke oviae bhand auu those which are

in fragmentary gtate on the otiaor,



IV

This work consists of introduction and five diffcrent

chapters with their sub.divisions., They are the followings,

Chapter 1 :

4 genoral bhistory of celad esh-Sham from the end of the
12th to the end of the 165th Centuries, delad esh-Sham was governaed
by the aAyyubids and the Mamluks who clashed with and cventually
vefeated the main political Forcos in the drea eluring the

menticoned. puricd, particularly the Franks and the kanpols,

Chapter IX

weals with the various teochniques of pottery makin,;. The
..y subids and the Kamluks used taree dJdifferent technigques for

sotTtery making @ nand made, liould wode, and the wheel made.

Thiz stud.y illustrates thoe methows that the potter used
t, produce vesells for every day usc. The processes can be

sumserized as follows

(4) The quality of the clay wbich can be claesificd
into two groups : Whiie and red firing clays, charactori-
zeG¢ by their purity, plasticity and lack of or.anie

material,

(3} Formation : EG.icl ono of the threc methous

mentioned acove can oo uwsed fur the formation,

(C) Firing : placin, the pots in c¢he kilin, the

poteer used to .ot them fired in a suitable tewmpurcture,

{L) Clzzing : pots are coateu with a thin layer
of ,laze, then firco o,z2in in a2 low tewpceratures If the
towporature was vaisee, tha pots woulu Wrap. 5o &
glaze is dpplied to orin_. avout this glossy surface

without sacrificing the pctsy
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(E)

can

bone },

b4 A

The lustre painting, ;ildin, and gilvering:
£ots are not paintod until they are leather hard. 4
brush can be used for application: Islamic potters
invented the gilding and the silverin, painting andg usoc
it on’ theret surface te the first time durin, the tenth

century.

Chapter IIXII

iJeals with the docorative motifs on the pottaery, which

¢ obtained by 4 pointed picce of wood or bone (Ffish or bird

which produce very delicato prooves. The decorative

motifs are divided iuto four wajor Categories

(4)

{3)

sdrabic inscrpticns : The decceration of somo

vao

¢le consists of a vand of Neskbi, kufic, Tbuluth

L]
)

and p4zuuo inscripticns, sumcetimes scot against a
boack ,round of floral arnisosgque, and svmetimes the
leotters aro rendered in low relief and the back-

greund is pierced, givin, an artifical translucency to

the picce.-

The Geometric motifs which can be divided

intc the followin, catejories ¢

1, Those whose vasic elewont is trisa.ular,

11, | Diamond.,

111.-“ Square, -

Iv.. The contincus wiwe bands with scrolls anu spir-

als wuccratad with a regeatequ motif,

The floral, vo,etal andé the srabesque motif
whicn is never a spocitic form, but a combination of
intcreclated ¢lements, sume of which cau be quite

naturziistic while cothars are bighly stylized. This

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit
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Feature used on all meuia of Iskwmic Art, ranging from

textile, wood, wmécal vessels, pottery and illumingted
. . . |
manuscripts as well as architectural decoration. I
I

combines geometric shages anu floral motifs.

() The human and¢ snimal fijurcs usually sot a,sn

2
i

nst a Lbighbly abstract vack _,round, fiourished under tac

ayyubids and the kamluks,

i
(E) The Saracenic horaldry which Ayyubids ooFan to
use . anu flourished under the hamluks. |

Chapter 1V

r
Deals with the various techniques of painted pottery; and

includes a full description of voricus objects as will as relativ

comperative marerial, It is uivided into threc main catoporics:

{A) The band made Fottery which includes five
4rougs
1. Ju,s with onc handle,
i1, Juygs with onc handle and a spout..
IiT. smphoras with two banules and bave a filter at

the neck.’
1v, The Jars anu the cooking pots.

V., . The dowls, the plates and other miscellaneous

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit

objects,

() The moulded pottory which includes jugs, bowls,

vases, floasks and lias of jars,

(C) The wheel made gottery which includes one

sugar pot and- one lamp,



(A)

—
t’-'
—

(C)

Chapter V

The Glazed pottery is divided into three major categories:

The monochreme gloazed ware :— The most used

colors are greew , blue, brown and yellow,

The polychrome ;lazed ware -

The most us2d colors are blue and biack on a
whitish back,rounu, the vlack on a graegnish or turguoise

background and the bLuff on a brownish background,

The colors wore Qpplicd both over and under the

#lazed warvs.

The lustre glazed pottery painting, gilding
&nd silvering, made of precicus metals which the Islaomic
pottcrs invented since the teath century and flourishoew
under the Ayyubids and the mamluks., Tuis type of pottery
was unique and sophisticated, giving the Islomic pottoery
its vitality and vividress among the arts all over the -

world,

The¢ potters woro not only limited to the teche
niques described above, but often used a combination of
carved, moulded, pierced, inciscd, stampoed, underglaze

and overglaze-painted motifs,

These basic glazed and lustrous pottery are
cnriched and colored by the introduction of oxicdeés.
The Islamic potter uscd differeont oxides to have the
desired colours, The Irocn oxide gives the rod, recdishe-
brown, yellowish brown, The Copper oxide gives the blue
to yellowish-.reen, The Gebalt oxide gives the bluo.
The kanganese oxice pives the black to gurgle and the

antimecny oxide gives the «,.-yellowish color.
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The coloers piven by the okides depend on the
concentration and the. composition of the glazes, as well
ag thae ccler of the pot surfdace Theée oxidos aguiied
"directly tu the pot surface and then coated with a tron-

sparent glazoy
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